
Living Courageous Living Courageous 
LivesLives



Pontius Pilate was a governor of 
Judea during the 15th year of the 
reign of Tiberius Caesar (Lk. 3:1)

- There is extra Biblical proof he was a real person

-- TacitusTacitus, , JosephusJosephus, and Philo all wrote about him. , and Philo all wrote about him. 

-- Cornerstone and Coins Found Cornerstone and Coins Found 



TiberiumTiberium , Pontius Pilate, , Pontius Pilate, 
Prefect of Judea."Prefect of Judea."



-- We have more of JesusWe have more of Jesus’’ interaction interaction 
with Pilate than we do with John the with Pilate than we do with John the 
Baptist!  Baptist!  

- Pilate pronounced Jesus’ innocence not once, but three 
times! Pilate clearly knew what the right and fair 
judgment should be.

-- Pilate was persuaded by the crowd to condemn Jesus 
to the cross. How many times do we act on our fear?



���������	��
���
�����������	��
���
��



A. It is amazing how often fear pops up A. It is amazing how often fear pops up 



A. It is amazing how often fear pops up A. It is amazing how often fear pops up 

B. How often do we fear the results of righteousness?B. How often do we fear the results of righteousness?
17 Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “Thus says the LORD, the 
God of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘If you surely surrender to the 
king of Babylon’s princes, then your soul shall live; this city shall 
not be burned with fire, and you and your house shall live. 18 But 
if you do not surrender to the king of Babylon’s princes, then this 
city shall be given into the hand of the Chaldeans; they shall burn 
it with fire, and you shall not escape from their hand.’”…
19 And Zedekiah the king said to Jeremiah, “I 
am afraid of the Jewswho have defected to 
the Chaldeans, lest they deliver me into their 
hand, and they abuse me.” Jeremiah 39



A. It is amazing how often fear pops up A. It is amazing how often fear pops up 

B. How often do we fear the results of righteousness?B. How often do we fear the results of righteousness?
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Here I Go Again….

How Many People Fit This?



A. It is amazing how often fear pops up A. It is amazing how often fear pops up 

B. How often do we fear the results of righteousness?B. How often do we fear the results of righteousness?
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“I think mine 
{religion} is 
right, so I'm 
going to follow it 
and I'm not going 
to go half way. I 
get to be 
different. I'm OK 
with that."



A. It is amazing how often fear pops up A. It is amazing how often fear pops up 

B. How often do we fear the results of righteousness?B. How often do we fear the results of righteousness?
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Consider Jesus- Mark 3
20 Then the multitude came together again, so 
that they could not so much as eat bread. 21

But when His own people heard about this,
they went out to lay hold of Him, for they 
said, “He is out of His mind.”



A. It is amazing how often fear pops up A. It is amazing how often fear pops up 

B. How often do we fear the results of righteousness?B. How often do we fear the results of righteousness?

�����������������
��������������������
���

�������������
���������������������
��������

(������������)���������(������������)���������

Consider Jesus- Mark 3
31 Then His brothers and His mother came, and standing outside 
they sent to Him, calling Him. 32 And a multitude was sitting 
around Him; and they said to Him, “Look, Your mother and 
Your brothers are outside seeking You.”
33 But He answered them, saying, “Who is My mother, or My 
brothers?” 34 And He looked around in a circle at those who sat 
about Him, and said, “Here are My mother and My brothers! 35

For whoever does the will of God is My brother and My sister 
and mother.” Mark 3



A. It is amazing how often fear pops up A. It is amazing how often fear pops up 

B. How often do we fear the results of righteousness?B. How often do we fear the results of righteousness?
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- What if you are the only one who doesn’t go to the________

16 At my first defense no one stood with me, but 
all forsook me. May it not be charged against 
them. 17 But the Lord stood with meand 
strengthened me, so that the message might be 
preached fully through me                      2 Tim 4

- What if you are the only one who doesn’t wear the________
- What if you are the only one who doesn’t say ________
- What if you are the only one who doesn’t believe ________



A. It is amazing how often fear pops up A. It is amazing how often fear pops up 

B. How often do we fear the results of righteousness?B. How often do we fear the results of righteousness?

C. Jesus fixes our fearsC. Jesus fixes our fears
77 The Jews answered him, The Jews answered him, ““ We have a law, and according to our We have a law, and according to our 
law He ought to die, because law He ought to die, because He made Himself the Son of GodHe made Himself the Son of God..””
88 Therefore, when Therefore, when Pilate heard that saying, he was the more Pilate heard that saying, he was the more 
afraidafraid , , 99 and went again into theand went again into thePraetoriumPraetorium, and said to Jesus, , and said to Jesus, 
““ Where are You from?Where are You from?”” But Jesus gave him no answer.But Jesus gave him no answer. JnJn.19.19



A. It is amazing how often fear pops up A. It is amazing how often fear pops up 

B. How often do we fear the results of righteousness?B. How often do we fear the results of righteousness?

C. Jesus fixes our fearsC. Jesus fixes our fears
1010 Then Pilate said to Him, Then Pilate said to Him, ““ Are You not speaking to me? Do You Are You not speaking to me? Do You 
not know that I have power to crucify You, and power to release not know that I have power to crucify You, and power to release 
YouYou??””
1111 Jesus answered, Jesus answered, ““ You could have no power at all against Me You could have no power at all against Me 
unless it had been given you from aboveunless it had been given you from above…… John 19John 19
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A. It is so easy to pass off responsibility A. It is so easy to pass off responsibility 

Pilate does everything imaginable to pass off this responsibilitPilate does everything imaginable to pass off this responsibility!y!
……Jews take him and judge him.Jews take him and judge him.
……Herod take him and judge him.Herod take him and judge him.
……SoldierSoldier’’ s scourge him.s scourge him.
……Wash my hands! Do as you wish. Wash my hands! Do as you wish. 
…”…” Let his blood be on us and our childrenLet his blood be on us and our children



A. It is so easy to pass off responsibility A. It is so easy to pass off responsibility 

B. How often do we fear taking responsibility? B. How often do we fear taking responsibility? 

1a. Men1a. Men-- Husband, Leader, Protector, Teacher, Defender of Husband, Leader, Protector, Teacher, Defender of 
Truth, Elder, Minister, Encourager, Comforter, Fath erTruth, Elder, Minister, Encourager, Comforter, Fath er

1b. Women1b. Women-- Teacher, Modesty, Example, Motivator, Mother, Teacher, Modesty, Example, Motivator, Mother, 
Defender of Truth, Wife, Helper, Encourager, Defender of Truth, Wife, Helper, Encourager, 

13 Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be men of 
courage; be strong. 1 Cor 16

15 Then Esther told themto reply to Mordecai: 16 “Go, 
gather all the Jews who are present in Shushan, and fast 
for me; neither eat nor drink for three days, night or 
day. My maids and I will fast likewise. And so I will go to 
the king, which is against the law; and if I perish, I 
perish!” Esther 4



A. It is so easy to pass off responsibility A. It is so easy to pass off responsibility 

B. How often do we fear taking responsibility? B. How often do we fear taking responsibility? 

1. Men and Women of Courage1. Men and Women of Courage

2. Do we realize the difference it would make? 2. Do we realize the difference it would make? 
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A. It is so easy to pass off responsibility A. It is so easy to pass off responsibility 

B. How often do we fear taking responsibility? B. How often do we fear taking responsibility? 

1. Men and Women of Courage1. Men and Women of Courage

2. Do we realize the difference it would make? 2. Do we realize the difference it would make? 

3. We should give God back more than he entrusted to us 3. We should give God back more than he entrusted to us 
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A. It is so easy to pass off responsibility A. It is so easy to pass off responsibility 

B. How often do we fear taking responsibility? B. How often do we fear taking responsibility? 

C. Jesus teaches us how to courageously respondC. Jesus teaches us how to courageously respond

37 Pilate therefore said to Him, “Are You a king 
then?” Jesus answered, “You say rightly that I 
am a king. For this cause I was born, and for 
this cause I have come into the world, that I 
should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who 
is of the truth hears My voice.”

John 18

35 Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief 
priests have delivered You to me. What have You done?”

John 18
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37 Pilate therefore said to Him, “Are You a king then?” Jesus 
answered, “You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was 
born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should 
bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My
voice.” John 18



Will we commit to a life Will we commit to a life 
of courage?of courage?


