
shelf.  We would sift 
through all of the fish that 
were caught—catfish, 
shad, lizardfish, starfish, 
squid, and one stingray—
to take out the shrimp.  
We threw the other fish 
overboard.  The live fish 
return to the sea, and the 
dead ones become food 
for other fish and seagulls. 

Jesus paints this image for 
us in the parable of the 
dragnet.  Within the king-
dom of God, the church, 

there are good people and 
bad people.  Some people 
seem good but their hearts 
are not true to God.  But God 
knows the hearts of all peo-
ple.  He knows who really 
loves Him and who is just 
pretending.  At the Judgment 
Day, God will judge all 
people.  He will take the 
faithful to live with Him for 
an eternity in heaven, but 
punish the unfaithful for 
their disobedience. 

“Again, the kingdom of 
heaven is like a dragnet that 
was cast into the sea and 
gathered some of every kind, 
which, when it was full, they 
drew to shore; and they sat 
down and gathered the good 
into vessels, but threw the 
bad away.  So it will be at 
the end of the age.  The an-
gels will come forth; separate 
the wicked from among the 
just, and cast them into the 
furnace of fire.  There will be 
wailing and gnashing of teeth.” 
Matthew 13:47-50 

Jesus compared the kingdom 
of heaven to a great dragnet.  
A dragnet is a large net that 
is dragged behind a boat for 
a long period gathering all 
kinds of fish.  After a while, 
the fisherman will bring the 
net in and separate the good 
fish from the bad.  The fish-
erman will sell the good fish  
at the market and will throw 
the bad fish away. 

On our last vacation, my 
family had a chance to go 
“shrimping.”  We dropped a 
large net into a bay on the 
Gulf of Mexico and circled 
the bay for about 45 minutes.  
During this time, dolphins 
and seagulls would follow us 
and eat fish that were caught 
in the sides of the net.  We 
then brought the net back 
into the boat and dumped the 
fish into a large metal tub 
which we emptied, a few 
loads at a time, onto a little 
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very special, with drawings 
to brighten the person’s day. 

A person who has to stay 
home most of the time (shut 
in) would love to get a letter 
or a drawing from a young 
person in the church.  It will 
help them know that they are 
not forgotten. 

See what you can do! 

You can write a letter to 
encourage a preacher in his 
work.  Some preachers teach 
in foreign countries far away 
from their families and 
friends.  A letter from you 
might make them feel closer 
to home.  Ask them about 
the place where they are 
preaching and the work they 
are doing.  You may learn 
much about God’s work in a 

different place.  They may 
even have a child around 
your age whom you can start 
writing.  Then you each will 
have made a new friend!   

You can also write to those 
who are sick or shut in.  
Your parents will have the 
addresses of these members.  
You can make your own 
card, handmade ones are 

Young in Age, Strong in Heart  

What  Can  Young  Peop le  Do?  -Wri t ing  Le t t e r s  “Whatever 
your hand 

finds to do, do 
it with your 

might;” 

Ecclesiastes 9:10 
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Meet ing  the  P rophe t s :   Jonah  

Jonah entered Nineveh on 
his first day of walking.  As 
he walked through the city 
he proclaimed, “Yet forty 
days, and Nineveh shall be 
overthrown.”  The people of 
the city believed God and 
went without food, put on 
sackcloth, (to show sorrow) 
and repented of their sins.  
God had mercy on them and 
decided not to destroy them. 

Jonah, instead of being 
happy that the people 
obeyed God, sulked.  Jonah 
went on a hill to see what 
would happen to the city.  It 
was hot so God prepared a 
plant that grew up quickly 
and provided shade for Jo-
nah.  God then destroyed the 
plant the next day.  Again, 
Jonah was angry.  God re-
buked Jonah for being angry 
that the plant died and not 
rejoicing in the repentance 
of the Assyrians.  God told 
Jonah the souls of the people 
were more important than 
the life of the plant. 

In future series of Godly 
Youth we are going to look 
at the lives and teachings of 
the major and minor proph-
ets.  These prophets, whose 
books are in the back of 
your Old Testament, are 
sometimes overlooked in our 
study but they provide 
valuable lessons for us. 

The first prophet we want to 
study is Jonah.  He was a 
prophet of God who lived 
during the time of the 
divided kingdom, not long 
before Israel was defeated 
by Assyria. 

The book of Jonah opens 
with God commanding 
Jonah to go to Nineveh, the 
capital of the Assyrians, and 
tell them to repent or they 
would be destroyed.  The 
Assyrians were not part of 
God’s people, in fact they 
were great enemies, but God 
wanted them to turn from 
evil.  God gave Nineveh a  
final chance to  repent or be 
destroyed. 

Instead of going to Nineveh, 
Jonah went the opposite 
direction!  He tried to flee 
from the presence of God, 
but no one can flee from 
Him.  He tried to run 
because he knew that God 
would forgive Nineveh if 
they repented and he did not 
want to see God’s enemies 
repent. 

While Jonah was on a ship, 
God caused a great storm to 
put the ship in danger. 
 Jonah told his shipmates 
that he was the cause of their 
trouble and that they should 
throw him into the sea.  
They did not want to do it at 
first but, after he convinced 
them, they threw him over-
board.  The Lord prepared a 
great fish to swallow Jonah 
and he spent three days and 
nights in the fish. 

In the belly of the fish Jonah 
prayed to God for deliver-
ance.  God spoke to the fish 
and it spit up Jonah on land 
close to Nineveh. 

G o d l y  Y o u t h  P a g e  2  

Who Am I?  
1. I wrote five books of the New Testament. 

2. My father’s name was Zebedee. 

3. My brother and I were apostles whom 
Jesus nicknamed “Sons of Thunder” be-
cause we wanted Him to destroy a city that 
would not obey Him. 

4. I am sometimes known as “the apostle 
whom Jesus loved.” 

Do you know who I am?  (Answer below) 

I am John! 

What Would You Do? 
One day while walking through a store you 
see a toy that you have been wanting for a 
long time but you do not have enough 
money to buy it.  Later that night you see 
your dad’s wallet laying on a table.  Inside 
is $20, more than enough to buy that toy.  
You think to yourself, “Dad has a lot of 
money, he won’t miss it.” 

• Would it be right to take the money?  
Why or why not? 

• How would you feel if someone stole 
something of yours? 

• Read: Ephesians 4:28 and Romans 13:9 

“Know what you will do 
in a situation before that 

situation arises.” 

Lessons from 
Jonah 

• You cannot escape from 
God. 

• God desires all men to 
be saved. 

• We should rejoice when 
our enemies repent of 
their sins. 

• God will forgive those 
who truly repent. 

• The word of God is 
powerful to lead people 
to repentance. 



“ I  W i l l  N e v e r  L e a v e  Yo u  o r  F o r s a k e  Yo u ”  

The king of Syria went by 
night and surrounded the city 
where Elisha was staying.  
The next morning, Elisha’s 
servant woke up and saw the 
Syrian army all around the 
city.  He was very scared.  He 
asked Elisha what they should 
do.  Elisha was not scared. 

Elisha said, “Fear not, for 
those who are with us are 
more than those who are with 
them.”  Then Elisha prayed 
and God allowed Elisha’s 
servant to see the great army 
of God, full of horses and 
chariots of fire surrounding 
Elisha.  Although Elisha’s 
servant did not see God’s 
army before, it was there. 

Like Elisha’s servant, we can-
not see God or know for sure 
what He is doing, but we have 
His promise that He will 
never, ever leave us or turn 
His back on us.  God does not 
lie so we can trust that He is 

Some of the most comforting 
words in the Bible are found 
in Hebrews 13:5-6 (Quoted on 
the right of this article) 

We learn from this passage to 
have confidence that God will 
always be with us.  When I 
was little, I would get scared 
when a loud thunderstorm 
came through at night.  How-
ever, I always prayed to God 
because I knew that He would 
hear me.  Even if the storm 
was bad enough to kill me, I 
knew God would take me to 
His home where no storms 
and nothing bad would ever 
hurt me. 

God loves His children and 
will never leave them.  
Though we may have to face 
bullies in school, sadness and 
disappointment when some-
thing does not happen the way 
we wanted, or loneliness, God 
is always there with us to give 
us strength and to listen as we 

open our hearts to Him in 
prayer. 

When we pray, we should tell 
God all of the things that we 
are happy and sad about.  We 
should ask Him to help us 
with problems and to help 
other people do what is right.  
God wants us to talk with 
Him and to share our feelings 
with Him.  God can help us, 
and He is always ready to 
listen. 

A favorite story of mine is in 
2 Kings 6:15-17.  The king of 
Syria was mad because every 
time he took his army to fight 
Israel, the king of Israel 
would move his army away 
before they arrived.  The king 
of Syria thought someone in 
his army was telling the king 
of Israel where he was going 
to attack.  One of the Syrians 
told the king that it was 
Elisha, the prophet, who 
warned Israel. 

Memory Verse:  James 1:19-20 
“So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, 
slow to speak, slow to wrath; for the wrath of man does not 

produce the righteousness of God.” 

ers it is wrong.  We must 
learn to control our anger 
since ungodly wrath will not 
make us righteous and will 
hurt our influence for good. 

How do we control our tem-
pers?  Breathe deeply or count 
to ten slowly and give your-
self time to calm down.  Re-
member that you will not 
think clearly if you are angry.  
Listen carefully and speak 
slowly.  Pray to God to help 
you control your temper.  
Your example is important. 

This is an important verse for 
us to learn.  Some people do 
not really listen when others 
are talking and get mad about 
something that they heard 
wrong.  James tells us to listen 
quickly, but then answer 
slowly.  We need to think 
about what the person has 
said.  We should also be very 
slow to anger. 

Some people have a quick 
temper.  This type of person 
gets mad about things that are 
not important.  They will 

throw temper tantrums if they 
do not get their way or pout if 
someone does not do what 
they want to do.  We must 
strive to be people who do not 
get mad easily. 

Not all anger is bad.  Psalm 
4:4 tells us to “be angry, and 
do not sin.”  Even God is an-
gry when people disobey 
Him.  However, most of the 
time when we get angry it is 
about the wrong things.  Any-
time that we get angry and say 
mean or hurtful things to oth-

P a g e  3  V o l u m e  1 ,  I s s u e  2  

For He Himself 
has said, 

“I will never leave you 
nor forsake you.” 

So we may boldly say: 
“The Lord is my 

helper; I will not fear. 
What can man 

do to me?” 
Hebrews 13:5-6 



A SPECIAL  NEWSLETTER  
J UST  FOR  Y OU !  

Return mail to: 

Word Search   “Apostles”  
M G H E T K N D R L 

P H I L L I P C G O 

E R H F K I O F R E 

O C T B N H R I E P 

S W H E K L P Q U C 

T E O S L N D M A T 

E T M A T R E N P H 

B R A T W S Z N M A 

E J S I M O N Z D D 

D J E S T R E W E D 

P 

P 

M 

E 

X 

T 

I 

R 

E 

R 

O 

R 

N 

T 

S 

H 

J 

J 

T 

F 

A 

N 

S 

G 

O 

S 

P 

E 

L 

A 

T R U L P K R E A V E D D 

H L V E E R T S D C U G F 

A S V I L K J U N E S I D 

J A M E S T H E L E S S K 

S 

E 

E 

E 

D 

I 

R 

H 

P 

E 

E 

T 

E 

P 

E 

D 

T 

R 

E 

A 

M 

A 

R 

P 

A 

U 

L 

H 

A 

D 

R 

R 

G 

S 

A 

T 

E 

S 

N 

P 

B 

I 

G 

T 

W 

I 

B 

E 

T 

N 

A 

C 

D 

A 

Y 

L 

J 

L 

S 

O 

I 

Y 

T 

V 

C 

R 

R 

B 

I 

Z 

E 

U 

X 

B 

W 

F 

H 

B 

H 

J 

I 

A 

K 

W 

A 

B 

L 

G 

D 

T 

E 

H 

J 

A 

T 

R 

L 

P 

S 

A 

N 

D 

R 

E 

W 

G 

W 

M 

C 

T 

R 

A 

T 

F 

P 

T 

S 

R 

T 

F 

E 

E 

V 

H 

E 

P 

D 

S 

L 

E 

S 

L 

N 

E 

G 

S 

G 

O 

S 

O 

J 

M 

U 

S 

R 

I 

O 

T 

I 

L 

O 

L 

W 

S 

U 

I 

T 

W 

E 

L 

V 

E 

K 

T 

S 

O 

N 

T 

D 

J 

S 

R 

W 

Z 

E 

S 

O 

E 

G 

M 

M 

L 

A 

O 

E 

E 

T 

W 

Z 

I 

L 

F 

T 

E 

A 

E 

S 

L 

Y 

H 

B 

R 

A 

P 

M 

G 

V 

W 

R 

S 

Z 

C 

D 

K 

G 

T 

D 

O 

N 

H 

E 

H 

Z 

R 

Q 

S 

J 

O 

H 

N 

U 

G 

I 

U 

D 

J 

I 

I 

Find The Following 

Peter  Andrew  James 
John  Phillip  Thomas 
Matthew  Bartholomew James the Less 
Simon  Thaddeus Judas 
Matthias  Paul  Twelve 
Apostles  Preach  Gospel 

Trivia Questions 
1. Thomas was also called “Didymus.”  What does “Didymus” 

mean? 
2. Which apostles were brothers and fishermen? 
3. Which apostle was a tax collector, also known as Levi? 

I hope you enjoyed this month’s newsletter.  Remember, I am always available if 
you want to talk or have a question you want answered. 

I am praying for you, keep me in your prayers! 
You can email me at rhodes.davis@comcast.net. 

Answers:  1.  A twin, he probably had a twin brother or sister.  
2.  Peter and Andrew; James and John were two sets of brothers.  
3.  Matthew 


